VI. Students

6.01 Admissions and Attendance

6.01.1 Compulsory Attendance and Entrance Age — All persons between the age of
six (6) and seventeen (17) years of age are required by state law to attend school
for the minimum number of scholastic days prescribed by the State Board of
Education unless the person holds a certificate of exemption issued by the
Superintendent or is otherwise exempt under state law.

[Reference: ALA. CODE §16-28-3 (1975)]

6.01.2 Admission to Schools -

a. Resident Students — School-age children who reside within Choctaw
County, Alabama, and not within the limits of a city operating an
independent municipal school system, may be admitted to Choctaw
County Schools. For purposes of this policy, the residence of the student
will be presumed to be the residence of the custodial parent or legal
guardian. No such presumption attaches to temporary transfers of parental
powers under Ala Code §26-2A-7. If custody of the child is shared,
alternating, or unclear, or if the child does not reside with a custodial
parent or legal guardian, the domicile or actual physical residence of the
child will control, except when there is evidence that the claimed
residence of the child is not his actual residence, or that the claimed
residence is fraudulently given as a means of avoiding or violating
admission, enrollment, attendance, and residency standards and
requirements.

[Ala. Code §16-28-3]

b. Admission Policy for Homeless, Migrants, Immigrants, and English

Learner Students and Children in Foster Care — All homeless, migrant,
immigrant, and English Learner students and children in foster care will
have equal access to the same free appropriate public education, including
public preschool education, provided to other children and youth and will
be provided the opportunity to meet the same challenging state content
and state student performance standards to which all students are held
without being stigmatized or isolated.
The enrollment of homeless, migrant, immigrant, and English
learner students and children in foster care shall not be denied or
delayed due to any barriers that are specifically prohibited by
applicable law, which may include the following:

° Lack of birth certificate
o Lack of school records or transcripts
° Lack of immunization or health records
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o Lack of proof of residency

o Lack of transportation
o Guardianship or custody requirements
o Lack of social security card

Homeless Students —

Enrollment. Homeless students will be permitted to enroll without
regard to residency status and will not be denied services offered to
other students in the school system. Homeless students may also
be entitled to other accommodations under federal law.

Homeless students will continue in the school they attended before
becoming homeless for the duration of their homelessness, or for
the remainder of the academic year if the student becomes
permanently housed during an academic year. Otherwise, a
homeless student may be enrolled in any school in the system that
non-homeless students who live in the attendance area in which the
student is living are eligible to attend.

Dispute Resolution. When a dispute arises regarding school
placement, the system will immediately enroll the homeless
student in the school in which enrollment is sought by the parent,
guardian, or unaccompanied youth, pending resolution of the
dispute. The school will provide the parent, guardian, or
unaccompanied youth with a written explanation of the decision, a
statement of the right to appeal, and the procedure for appealing
the placement decision. The principal of the school will notify the
Board’s Homeless Liaison of the dispute.

The Homeless Liaison will expeditiously carry out the system’s
dispute resolution procedures as detailed in the Board’s homeless
student plan.

Students in Foster Care — A student in foster care will enroll or remain in
the student’s school of origin, unless it is determined that remaining in the
school of origin is not in such student’s best interest.

If it is not in a student’s best interest to stay in the school of origin, a
student in foster care may be enrolled in any school in the system that
serves the attendance area in which the student is living, even if the
student is unable to produce records normally required for enrollment.

The school system will immediately contact the school last attended by the
student to obtain relevant academic and other records.

[Reference: 20 U.S.C. §§6311(g)(1)(E)]



e. Students Expelled or Suspended from Other School Systems — Any student
who is under suspension or expulsion from another school system or a
private, parochial, or other school will not be permitted to enroll until the
student has satisfied the conditions for readmission set by the expelling or
suspending board or authority in addition to generally applicable
admission requirements established by the Board, which may include
temporary attendance at the alternative school.

f. Required Documentation — Students entering the school system for the
first time, regardless of grade level, are not required to submit a birth
certificate, but may be requested to submit a birth certificate or another
form of acceptable documentation to verify the student’s age. A social
security number may also be requested, but such request is voluntary and
is not a requirement of enrollment.

In addition, students may also be required to submit other registration
materials as school officials may reasonably require including, but not
limited to, a certificate of immunization or an exemption as prescribed by
the Department of Public Health and signed by a private physician or
appropriate health department official. The Superintendent may accept
alternate forms of evidence or modify otherwise applicable requirements
as necessary and appropriate to accommodate migrant, immigrant, English
Learner or homeless students.

g. Placement of Students — The Board will determine the placement of newly
enrolled students in accordance with state law.

6.01.3 Attendance Zone and Class Assignment -

a. Attendance Zone Assignment — Students will be assigned to the school
serving the attendance zone in which his parent(s) or legal guardian
reside(s). A student whose parent or legal guardian moves from one
attendance zone to another during the school year will be transferred to the
school attendance zone in which the new residence is located. The student
may be permitted to remain in the school attendance zone that serves the
former residence until the end of the semester with the approval of the
Superintendent. A parent or legal guardian who has documented plans to
move to a new attendance area during the first or second grading period of
the school year may have his child enrolled in the school serving the new
residence upon approval by the Superintendent.

b. Class Assignment — Principals will assign students to classes in keeping
with school accreditation standards and any procedures or criteria that may
be established at the system or school level.



